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Otisl-teénagerlshares
top award at BizCamp

* OTiS— On Friday, July 20, at the
Mohawk Trail Regional -School in
Buckland, 11 teenagers from
hilltown- and area” communities
graduated. from an intensive_ two-
week BizCamp. This is a day pro-
gram that helps young people learn
how to start and operate their own
business and develop employment
* skills. BizCamp uses the National
Foundation for Teaching
Entrepreneurship’s (NFTE) cur-
riculum which, since 1988, has

helped more than 30,000 young
people worldwide.

Each young entrepréneur, using
Power Point, had 10 minutes to
present their business plans to, and
receive comments from, a panel of
judges. These included Marie
Burkart, executive director of
Hilkown CDC; Valerie Contie, as-
sistant director of Massachusetts
Small Business Development Cen-
ter Network: Roger Howard of

Howard & Associates; and Amy
Shapiro from Franklin County CDC.
The judges found it difficult to
choose winners among a group who
all had strengths in a variety of areas.
Joanna Grabowski from Otis and
Jamyal Newton from Pittsfield tied
for first place, and Crystal Wilcox
. from Chesterfield and Dylan Kel-
leher from Cumrington tied for

~ second in the Business Plan Com- -
S rpetition i RITT L :

“Booksburgh’ - ‘
According to co-winner Joanna
Grabowski, the process of preparing

“'a business plan included doing

market research of the area and the
industry to determine the feasibility
of demand for such a business, as
well as projected costs and sales.
Grabowski’s company was a
new-and-used book store pamed
Booksburgh, and is something in
which she is really interested. It
would probably be in Lee rather than

Otis, because of its larger market, but -

will be a while in coming, as she's
only 15 years old.

Grabowski will tum 16 in Oc-
tober, when she'll be a sophomore at
Gateway Regional High School in
Huntington. She attends Gateway
through School Choice, and plays
flute in the school band. Her hobbies,

not so coincidentally, are reading

and writing, "especially fiction." She
expects to attend college but has no
favorite chosen yet. |

Theé daughier of John and Rose
Grabowski, Joanna has an 6ider”. Jin
sisfer; Jéssica, who gradiated from . To régister: for: BizVentures,
Gateway Regional in Jine 2001. It,
othiér Who learned about’

was theif m ) i
the free BizCamp program »ad stig-
gested Joanna atténd. . :
“m glad Tdid. Tt was a very good
program, and [ highly recommend it

- Newton of Pittsficld presented a plan
7 for Trad, selling electronics: Tied
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to other teens," Joanna said.

Her prize was a cash box, which
will prove handy when she becomes
areal entreprencur. In the meantime,

-+ she’s goingto look fora part-lime job

for some hands-on experience and
savings for the future, another good
plan.

'Other businesses

. First place co-winner Jamyal

for-second place were Crystal Wil-
cox of Chesterfield with Menagerie
B&B, 2 bed and breakfast that wel-
comes animals, and Dyfan Kelfer of
Cummington with Beskshire Typing
service.

State Representative Steve Kulik
awarded the diplomas and spoke to
the graduates and their famity and
friends. He was impressed with their
dedication in devoting two weeks of
excellent summer weather to im-
proving their entrepreneurial skiils.

The other BizCamp graduates
were Nicholas Vogt and Evan
Sabourin of Plainfietd, Matthew
Drawe and Gregory Tessier of Cum-
mington, Philip Nolan of Buckland,
Emily MacDuff of Greenfield, and
Yanara Barriga of West Hatfieid.
__The Hilltown/West Couaty Biz-

Camp received funding from
. Hilltown CDC, the Massachusetts

Small Business Development Cen-
ter Network, the Community Foun-
dation of Western Massachusetts,
and the Community Cealition for
Teens out of Franklin County. -

which runs July? 30-Aug’ 10 at

‘Gicenfield Commuinjty College, and
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to leard more abGut this prograri;
contact Marie Burgs ati774:5005 or
casamaria2(@eaelcom.




