By ARLA CHARTER

Spec:a! to Quabbin’ Val!ey V01ces L
_'_'don't want their kids hanging out
* with foster kids. Alot of them are’
__very good kids."

teenager. He is a
phomore at -
Mahar Regional ngh School, -
where heig‘usually an: honor
student, he works at North’ Quabbm
. Computers, ‘works for Quabbin
Mediationand voluntéers at the -
Young Entrepreneur _Somety s by

take: oollege cI "s_ses, posél-

Credits foster .p.zirents for helping

him make the most of opportumtxes

“I know pienty of parents who '

‘His foster parents John and

. Sheila Judge, Levesque’ said have
_ helped hm_l quite a bit.

dges’ have bee oster par-

ents off and -on: dor 25 years and: say
‘Mark is doing well at home, at - -

. work and at school: The Judges :

. were narmed Foster Parents of the
-Year in 20(}5 N

There are- currently nine chﬂ-

dren living with the Judges, six- of
- whom they have adopted and -

i .another three they are waltmg to

K -'adopt

These chlldren range in age

from 4 to %0. 'The Judges have two
“biological children: Eileen Burnie
and John ._Iudge Jr.a Marme who

:gly at Mount Wachusett Commumty 4' .

:'daughter is now. one

be in 'day-s w0rld and when he

grows up, he hopes that he to can

take in‘foster: children himself.

The Judges recommend foster
parenting to others. "Foster kids

need some place to live and : some- ' '. ' S
S "There is no specml tra ning’
" to become a foster parent other

one to care about them.

“t's a good feeling to see them

move on succeed and want to do -
well Mo :

Shlela J udge saxd bemg a foster
parent runs in her family. "My
mother was one, 1 am one, and my ;

o ty,_but.

ke Phillips photo

than wantmg to help someone,” v

: Judge said.”

As her chﬂdren go out on theu'

own, Judge keeps in contact mth
'-them. e P

Currently he{dhome
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