S Fhe Community Foundation of
G Western  Massachusgeits  Tes ap-
.proved grants tolaling $985,600 lo
S ¥Franklin Community Adtion Cerp,,
© Montague Catholic Sceial Minisiries
. ine, and Franklin County Communi-
ty Development Corp. for programs
to help children and youth in Frank-
i County.
 Grants were made through the

‘- Community Foundation’s Proactive
" Initiative for Children and Youlh, &
v three-year program that will pro-
vide 750,600 for projects that meet

i spacific community needs in Hamp-

| den, Hampshire and Frankiin eoun-

i Hes

" With this funding the Community
" Foundation has more than doubled

{he resources that i has made

1 available to Franklin County.

: A grant of $28,600 to the Monta-
gue Catholie Secial Minisiries will
fund a collaborative preject to in-

- ¢rense varent education for families
with newborns up to & years old
throngh  the Gill-Montague and
Greenfield Family Centers. The
project will expand the services of
the Montague Catholie Social Minis-

.- {ries and the Franklin County Fami-
ly Network, a program operated by
WCALC, and will use the resources of

2 Artspace Communily Arts Cen

-f Greenfield, Greenfield Odin-

YRICA, the Massachusetts

~ the Prevention of €rueh
-, and the United Arc.

~dy iz fo jerease howrs ol

family centers and offer

e

OEraImS. ‘
Young entrepreneurs, ages 13 io
41, will henefit from a $30,000 grant
te the Franklin County Comwaunily
Yevelopment Chrp. to create enfre-
prenevvial training and business de-

3 resources for parent supporl

velopment opportunities through the
Young Fntropreneurs Society e
gional Coordinaling Coemmittee, a
eollaboration of 16 social and ho-

man servies agencies, edueational

insttintions,
fions.

oAl will receive s grant of
Li, 000 fo fd the Children’s Re-
source Link preject, & progeam de-
gigned io @nhabee the county’s ger-
viees lor children, ages 6 to 12 The
project will provide a clearinghouise
{o Jink varieus commuiity e
sources  with non-profit  erganiza-
tions that have specific needs for
materinls, goods and volnoteors.
The grovp of organizations invoived
in the planning of this project saw &
need to engage new comumuniy
shareholders in meeting cominunity
needs and to develop three local
Children’s Councils te facilitate this
project,

"Wa are pleased by the high de-
gres of collaboration among these
grgemizations, and their eagerness
io- share resources o implement
craptive  programs,” said Nanoy
Reicha, program officer of the Com-
munity Foundation, “We are espe-
cially excited fo see addifional con-

and youth organiza-

7
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r [

tributions subsequently augmenl the

limited resources we can make
avajlabie for these pwposes in
Franklin County. They have en-
abled us to help organizations de
more and make a differance for the
children and youth of the county.”
These grants were made follow-
ing a yearlong planning and devel-
opment process spearheaded by the
Franklin County Action Group on
Chikdren and- Youth. Many loeal
groups included the Franklin Re-
gional  Council  of Governments,
Uniled Way of Franklin County,
North Quabbin Community Cosli-
Hon, aad FCAC, and included por-
tinipation from over 20 -organiza-
tions serving children and youth.
There was involvement on the part
of representatives of the business
commugily, parents groups, educa-
tors, and public officials. This plan-
ning initiaiive to analyze needs and
establish  the Actich Group in
Franklin County was funded by the
Communily Foundation of Western
Massachuselts 1ast year.

The Community Foundatien alse
fungds programs in the arts, human
services, education, housing, health,
and the environment.



